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Account of two PARHELIA obfirved February %^th^ 1 790. 
By the Rev. HENRY USSHER, D. D. M. R. I. A. 
and F.R.S. 



V/*N Thurfday, February 25, at four in the afternoon, as I Read March 
was on my way from Dublin to the Obfervatory, I remarked 
that the fun's light was uncommonly pale •, when getting a 
view of him clear of the houfes, I faw a corona and two 
parhelia j the parhelia were in the fun's almacantar, and dis- 
played the prifmatic colours, the red being next the fun ; their 
tails, parallel to, the horizon, were about a degree and an half 
long ; there was no luminous circle parallel to the horizon, as 
fometimes happens. The corona in which the parhelia were 
formed was 2 2° 24 s in femidiameter, as meafured by an Hadley's 
fextant ; but it appeared to me that it was rather elliptical, the 
longer diameter tending to the pole of the dipping needle, as 
did manifeftly that of an halo round the moon which fucceeded 
this phenomenon, and which I have frequently remarked be- 
fore. 
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But what appears moft fingular in this phenomenon is, that 
in Dublin the corona was manifeftly prifmatic, but in the clear 
air of the Obfervatory it was a vivid white. It continued via- 
ble, though gradually decaying, for thirty-five minutes from the 
time I firft faw it, and was at length obfeured by ragged clouds 
from the W. S. W. from which point the wind came, and where 
there appeared a vaft accumulation of vapour. I could plainly fee 
that thefe clouds were far below the feat of the parhelia ; the whole 
was fucceeded by a tempeftuous night. The barometer had 
been rifing, but immediately began to fall to the amount of 
eight-tenths of an inch in the courfe of the night. 

As to the elliptic figure of the corona, it is remarked by 
Opinus that in high latitudes, they are more elliptical than m 
low ones. 



